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2026 K-3MT Competition — Call for Participants

Greetings,

The Office of Graduate School at Korea University is recruiting participants for the 2026 K-3MT
Competition, a non-curricular program supported by the 4th Phase of the BK21 Graduate
Education Innovation Project. We encourage graduate researchers who are eager to share their
research with a broader audience to participate.

1. What is the 3MT (Three Minute Thesis) Competition?

The 3MT is a research presentation competition in which graduate students present their
research clearly and effectively within three minutes, using a single slide, to a non-specialist
audience.

First developed by The University of Queensland (Australia) in 2008, the competition is now held
worldwide and aims to improve participants’ presentation skills and public communication

abilities.

2. Competition Structure
A. Program Period: Apr. 2026 ~ Feb. 2027
B. Presentation Topic: Based on the participant’s thesis research
- Master’s students: Current thesis topic in preparation
- Doctoral students: Master’s thesis or current doctoral dissertation topic
C. Key Schedule

May-Jun
) Jul Aug Sep Oct-Nov
(2-3 sessions)
Preliminary Final R d
. . Round o ina ) oun National
Basic Training ) Advanced Training (Live
(Virtual . K-3MT
. Competition)
Competiton)
Developing PPT Live Joint
slides and posters 3-minute In-depth training, presentation ..
. . . . . competition
/Infographic and video simulation, in front of
) o . among 28
delivery  workshops submission feedback an audience ) N
(gestures, voice) and judges universities

3. Benefits

A. Final Round Prizes: Grand Prize: 2,000,000 KRW / Excellence Award: 1,000,000 KRW /

Encouragement Award: 500,000 KRW

B. Three awardees (Grand Prize, Excellence Award, Encouragement Award) will be given

opportunity to participate in the National Competition.
C. One selected winner will be given the opportunity to participate in the Asia-Pacific 3MT

Competition(limited to doctoral students)

the



< National K-3MT Competition >

A joint 3MT competition among 28 universities participating in the BK21 FOUR Graduate
Innovation Support Project. Each university will send 2~3 representatives, who will compete
through an online preliminary round and a life final round(venue: Korea University). The final
winner will be awarded the Minister of Education Award.

% The list of participating universities is available in [Attachment 1] FAQ.

< Asia-Pacific 3MT >
An international 3MT competition hosted by The University of Queensland in Australia, where
representatives from universities across Australia, New Zealand, Oceania, North-East Asia,

and South-East Asia participate. Only one representative per university is allowed.

4. Application Guidelines
A. Eligibility: Graduate students (including registered degree candidates) at Korea University(
Seoul Campus)
% Postdoctoral researchers are not eligible
% Previous participants of the 2025 K-3MT Competition are eligible to apply
B. Application Period: April 20 (Mon) ~ April 24 (Fri), 2026, by 17:00
C. Required Documents: (See Attachment #3)

1) Application Form
2) Consent Form for the Collection and Use of Personal Information and Use of Recordings
3) Confirmation Form for Academic Advisor
D. Submission Method: Combine all documents into a single PDF file and submit via email
(graduate BK21@korea.ac.kr)
% Email subject format: K-3MT Application Submission_[Your Name]

(e.g., K-3MT Application Submission_Korea Kim)

5. Important Dates

A. Participant Announcement: Thursday, April 30, 2026 at 16:00

B. Orientation: Wednesday, May 7, 2026 (Time & location to be announced)
% QOrientation and basic training are mandatory for all selected participants

6. References
A. K-3MT Competition FAQ [See Attachment #1]
B. 2025 K-3MT Competition Final Round Video
(https://youtu.be/Rmz4AMAEdn10?si=n_T7biwb-gqyYU47)
C. 2025 K-3MT Finalists’” Experience Video
(https://graduate.korea.ac.kr/community/video.html)
D. 3MT Official Website: The University of Queensland
(https://threeminutethesis.uqg.edu.au)
E. Asia-Pacific 3MT Competition Homepage
(https://threeminutethesis.uqg.edu.au/asia-pac)

7. Inquiries: Office of Graduate School, graduate_ BK21@korea.ac.kr, 02-3290-5264






